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Just an other vessel, as He ferries us towards the golden shores…. 

As we sail our way from the darkness of ignorance to Light... 

 



 

 

 

 

svāgataṁ  

 

āum Gāneshāyā nāmāhā 

 

On the occāsion of Deepāvāli with Chitrā Nākshātrā, S rī pā dā Vāllābhā’s grāces us 

ānd this medium is just ā drop… in HIS ābundānce… ān endless oceān of His love 

with no shores. 

S rī pā dā Vāllābhā bhākthā sāmāj cāme into mānifestātion on this dāy. And this 

monthly māgāzine is just ā limb of this ‘sāmāj’ or guild; ās it instruments His 

purpose, driving us āll to the oceān of Oneness; universāl consciousness – in 

other words, Golden Pithāpurām.  

Whāt cān ā monthly tiny booklet do? 

Well, it is just ānother meāns. One āmong the māny, to spend some hours (even if 

they māybe just ā few) in contemplātion of the Guru. To spend time in His 

compāny, to immerse ourselves in His teāching, to recāll ānd contemplāte on the 

priceless portions from His Chārithrā…. The leāst we cān, ās we sāil our wāy from 

our dārk ālleys of ignorānce (lodged in our minds) to His shore of Wisdom, Light 

ānd Truth; Sāt chit ānāndā – Only the Guru cān stir the oārs. We āre āll together in 

this sāil.     

The different āspects of Him in His different mānifestātions āre endless; their 

glories infinite. Yet, it is like ān āttempt ās humble ās cāpturing the wind in ā bāg, 

ā hānd’s size. Like filling ā bottle from ān oceān…  

The more we open ourselves to, the more they come… His grāce in endless 

showers…  



 

Chārānāmrth is merely ā hāndful of thāt ābundānt showers….  

Māy eāch one who reāds find their nourishment ānd be fulfilled. 

Let us surrender our ego āt His Feet. 

Let us remind ourselves of His timeless teāching… 

Let’s move from hātred to love; from grudges to forgiveness… 

from feār to feārlessness; from ārrogānce to humility… 

And thus, from dārkness to Light….  

Let’s remāin grāteful…. 

Digambara Digambara Sripada Vallabha Digambara! 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  



 

From the Dwarakamai 

 

Before the crowds thronged to Shirdi in lārge numbers, every evening would 

regulārly witness ān ārrāy of brightly lit lāmps, āll over the Māsjid. Bābā Himself 

would go to the shopkeepers ānd āsk for oil. Cārrying ā tumbler-like contāiner in 

His hānd, He begged for oil from the shops of the grocers ānd oil-mongers. After 

bringing it He would fill the eārthen lāmps. He Himself would māke twisted wicks 

from rāgs ānd set them to light. This wās ā routine āt Shirdi. Shirdi wās ās such 

illumined with the presence of Bābā. He wās ādding to the brilliānce, by ushering 

in the rādiānce of Light.  

 

Thus, every evening, lārge number of lāmps would be brightly lit in the Māsjid. 

Severāl were the devotees ānd residents of Shirdi who were overjoyed āt the 

sight. But there were ā few oil mongers who were feeling otherwise. They were 

offering oil free of chārge, ānd this concerned them. Therefore, they conspired 

āmongst themselves, to not offer oil when Bābā cāme āsking for it.  

 

And one evening when Bābā went, tāking the tumbler in His hānd, they denied 

the oil. One by one, to every oil monger Bābā went, they refused to offer. Cālmly, 

Bābā wālked bāck to the Māsjid. Before the men could rejoice their pettiness in 

whāt they presumed to be ā triumph, they were āt ā loss, on seeing Bābā leāst 

perturbed. Bābā’s indifference cāused them to wonder. Wouldn’t the rituāl of 

lighting lāmps be broken thāt dāy? Whāt would Bābā do without oil, they mused 

ānd quietly followed Him to the Māsjid.  

 

 



 

As ālwāys, Bābā took the eārthen lāmps ānd set them āll āround. Himself, twisting 

the dry wicks, He plāced them on the lāmps He picked up the pot from the 

pārāpet of the Māsjid, in which there wās very less oil, insufficient to even light 

the evening lāmp. Adding wāter into the pot, Bābā drānk the sāme. Thus, hāving 

offered it to Pārāmeshwārā, He poured out the wāter bāck into the pot.  

Then He poured the wāter in the lāmps ānd let the dry wicks get soāked 

completely. Striking the mātch, He lit the lāmps one by one. Whāt ā spectāculār 

sight it wās! All the lāmps were lit, brighter thān ever! And they continued to 

remāin lit.  

Witnessing the extrāordināry feāt of lighting the lāmps with wāter, the grocers 

were āstounded. They were embārrāssed thāt they hād lied to Bābā; they felt 

disgusted with themselves āt their pettiness to rejoice in denying oil to One Who 

āsked for it. And thāt the One Who āsked wās no ordināry humān. They were 

āshāmed. With their heāds hung in shāme, they were dejected thāt they hād lost 

the grāce of Bābā. They felt remorseful thāt they hād behāved in such ā meān 

mānner, in cāusing unnecessāry hāssle to HIM Who wās well beyond the objects 

of the world.  

But Bābā Sāi is ān ‘āvāthār’ of compāssion. The virtue of ‘forgiveness’ is ā jewel 

He ādorned, for the sāke of the incorrigibles. Bābā did not speāk ā word in 

hārshness, but He forgāve them with grāce. He could neither be irritāted nor 

āngered; but the pure ānd unconditionāl love of ā sincere devotee could pleāse 

Him āt once. He never hāted ānyone; neither hād friends nor foes. All were equāl 

to Him. And He loved them āll.  

This greāt virtue of Bābā left the oil mongers humbled; they wondered āt HIS 

grāndeur.                                       

Jai Guru Datta Digambara Jai Sainatha Digambara 

Digambara Digambara Sripada Vallabha Digambar 



 

An excerpt from Sri Guru Charithra  

  

….It wās the dusk of Dhyānā Tryāodāshi. Devotees hād their oil bāth ānd were 

busy māking prepārātions. The seven devotees from the seven other villāges who 

hād ārrived thāt dāy, believing thāt Sri Guru wās to grāce their villāge, māde 

veery ārrāngement with greāt cāre.] in their respective towns. They hād ārrānged 

rows ānd rows of lāmps in severāl lārge plātes, with the hope of wāving them to 

the embodiment of the Māhā Jyothi, Sri Guru Nārāsimhā Sārāswāthi when He 

comes.  

On the dāwn of Deepāwāli, Sri Guru āppeāred āt the villāge of eāch of those who 

expected His presence. Thus, Sri Guru āppeāred āt seven different villāges āt the 

sāme time; while ālso being present physicālly āt Gānāgāpurā.  

Sri Guru received the worship in eight plāces āt the sāme time. He received the 

worship heārtily offered by the villāges in the seven villāges; eāch of those who 

cāme to invite, invited Him to their homes, offered bhikshā in decorāted plātes 

with fruits ānd vāstrā. They were immensely pleāsed ānd profusely thānked Sri 

Guru. The villāgers too expressed their grātitude ānd loving ādorātion, by 

worshipping Him in multitude wāys. Sri Guru pātiently received their expressions 

of loving devotion ānd then left.  

Though the māgnitude behind the incident wās not āctuālly reālised by devotees, 

it cāme to be known ā fortnight lāter.  

On the full moon of Kārthikā, devotees gāthered in lārge numbers āt Gānāgāpurā 

ānd honoured Sir Guru with thousānds of lit lāmps. The worship would go on, 

from evening to pāst night, until the moon wās visible in the sky.  

 

 



 

Sometimes till Brāhmāuhurthā, the worship of Sri Guru would continue āt the 

Sāngāmā, by wāving ārāthi ānd rendering excellent bhājāns; ānd recounting from 

the Purānās, the devotees would immerse themselves in bhākthi.  

So did the villāgers from the seven villāges gāther too, to tāke pārt in the Kārthikā 

Purnimā celebrātions āt Gānāgāpurā. During course of conversātion, eāch of them 

mentioned thāt Sri Guru grāced their villāge for Deepotsāvā. Eāch one sāid thāt 

Sri Guru wās present in their town only on the occāsion of Deepāvāli. This cāused 

ā lot of confusion, ās the people of Gānāgāpurā sāid thāt Sri Guru did not leāve 

Gānāgāpur āt āll. Eāch thought the other wās lying ānd questioned on the sāme.  

They were pointing to the gifts (like vāstrā) they hād given which were kept in 

the mutt. More over, they hād their own people from their villāges ārriving. They 

āll vouched in one voice thāt Sri Guru visited their town only. This wās hāppening 

with every set of villāgers who ārrived. Meeting with the devotees of Gānāgāpurā 

ānd other villāgers āffirmed the fāct thāt Sri Guru hād in-fāct presented Himself 

āt eight different plāces āt the sāme time, heeding to their love ānd devotion.  

Seeing Sri Guru, the Omniscient One compressing His Prārāmjyothi to present 

Himself ās ā humān, in their midst, for their sāke, they were āll moved to teārs.  

When Sri Guru returned to the mutt, they āsked ābout the māhā lilā to Sri Guru 

Himself. He sāid, “I hāve ālwāys told you, there is more to truth thān thāt which 

meets the eye. Do not confine truth to your physicāl vision ālone. Do not confine 

Me to this visible physicāl frāme ālone.”  

Sri Guru further grāced them with wisdom, “Division cāuses the ideās of greed or 

desires; ego or hātred. Those who succumb to these vices āre hārāssed by the 

miseries of the world. Hence let go off it. Forget the differences āmongst you, ānd 

reālise the subtle presence of the ātmān within one ānd āll. This Truth binds us 

āll together.  

 



 

 

‘Vāsudhāivā Kutumbākām’ is the āncient Truth, which cān be found in severāl 

Scriptures. In Sānskrit: ‘vasu’ meāns the soul, ‘Vasudha’ ālso refers to the souls 

inhābiting this eārth or the eārth; ‘iva’ meāns is; ānd ‘kutumbakam’ stānds for 

fāmily. ‘Vāsudhāivā Kutumbākām’ literālly meāns ‘I ām THAT Source Energy, 

intrinsic in every living being; thus, the whole eārth is one fāmily’. It reminds, the 

need for fostering Truth, trānscending the multiplicity of the world.  

Reālise Me to be the One intrinsic within āll. There is no plāce where I ām not 

present. To ānyone who invites with unconditionāl love, I ānswer. This is ā 

certāinty.”  

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

  



 

Pancha Deva Pahad  

 

Sripādā Vāllābhā did His pānchā māhā yāgnā for the sāke of us; ānd hence the 

sācred site cāme to be known ās Pānchā devā Pārvāthā. 

The Pānchā māhā yāgnā māinly comprised of His yāgnā relāting to the five 

primordiāl elements (in Nāture) thāt exist externālly ānd is in correspondence to 

these five elements internālly in our biologicāl system.  

Nāture is primārily comprised of these five elements. 

 

The Significance of pancha maha yagna ~  

The Need for Harmony with Nature; the Vedic Vision 

Nāture reveāled itself to the Vedic seers in the highest meāns; resulting in ā 

mystic vision. Vedic wisdom sprāng from living āmidst Nāture, ās ā pārt of 

Nāture. The seers contemplāted on the Source of Life. They reālised the presence 

of the āll-pervāding Supreme Consciousness permeāte through every element in 

Nāture ānd intrinsic in it. Nāture ās ā mānifestātion of Cosmic Being inspired 

their minds ānd heārts with Its vāstness, multi dimensionālity ānd 

trānscendence. They discerned ā frāction of the underlying vāst subtle Truth, 

indescribāble ānd incomprehensible. They developed ā deep spirituāl insight by 

which they sāw ā Divine Cosmic Order governing āll lives. This Divinity wās the 

underlying source of āll existence.   

 It stārts with the externāl but ends with the internāl – āll thāt is seen externālly 

ās Nāture or pārt of Nāture, led them to reālise the Divinity behind Nāture; ānd 

the Divinity within.  

 

 



 

Trying to understānd the Vedic Vision of Nāture is ā meditātive journey - ā 

journey of self-trānsformātion. It is ān āppreciātion of Nāture. The vāstness, 

beāuty ānd Cosmic Order of Nāture is the inspirātion.  

The Nature, is held by Divine forces. It is not under the control of humān beings. 

The humān being should neither control Nāture nor extrāct from Her ās much ās 

possible. Humān beings should see Nāture with ā worshipful āttitude ānd then 

āccept from Her ābundānce with humility. Nāture is there to give us, not only 

māteriālly but ālso spirituālly. 

The ’bhumi’ (Nāture), is described ās All-Giving (Vishwā Dāāni). Everyone is 

sustāined by Bhumi.  

When Bhumi is endāngered by humān āctivities, the lives of everyone āre in 

dānger. However, there will be consequences from the divine plāne ānd they cān 

be received ās chānces to correct the humān behāviour.  

The sāges ānd seers reālised the Heārt of Bhoomi lie in the highest Spirituāl Sky 

(Vyomān) which is enveloped by Truth ānd Immortālity; the sāme is reālised ās 

the ether or heārt of mān, within. This reālisātion bestowed them with yogic 

powers.  

This inspirātion led to subtle compositions using ‘shābdā’, Sound, which 

reverberāted through spāce. This streām of regulāted words held subtle powers 

ānd repeāted utterānces, āttuned the humān system to receive ābundānce. These 

streām of utterānces cāme to be known ās ‘māntrā’ becāuse of their inherent 

ābility to bestow blessings.  

Thus lives progressed ānd the māss of humāns āwoke with the longing to 

trānscend the physicāl or gross limitātions, to soār towārds the infinite cosmos.   

 

 



 

The ‘bhumi’ flourishing with Herbs ānd Hills (Adri), Rivers (Nādi), Seās 

(Sāmudrā), Mountāins (Giri), Vegetābles (Sāvānāspāti), Plānts (Oushādhi), 

Creepers (Virudhāh), Herbs (Oshādhi) ānd Forests (Vānā), sustāins āll of life in 

itself. As we evolve life āfter life ‘bhumi’ supports us māteriālly ānd spirituālly in 

eāch life. Mother Nāture is the witness of āll our pāst ānd will be the witness of āll 

our future lives. 

The Sun (Suryā), Fire (Agni), Sky (Khā), Air (Mārut), Devās, Moon (Somā), the 

junctions of Dāy ānd Night (Sāndhyā), Dāy ānd Night (Ahāni), Directions (Disāh), 

Wāter (Kā), Lānd (Kuh) ānd Dhārmā Himself, witness the āctivities of embodied 

beings 

 

Nourishment from ‘bhumi’ 

’Bhumi’ beārs plānts ānd medicināl herbs. Bālānced diet signifies diversity of 

potencies to keep the body heālthy. This diet is derived from the plānts ānd herbs 

which hāve vārious potencies thāt āre required by our bodies to be in ā heālthy 

stāte. So our māteriāl bodies āre connected to the greāter body of Nāture ānd 

derives nourishment from it. 

 

We ālso require wāter for vārious āctivities. All the wāter comes from rivers ānd 

oceāns. ‘Bhumi’ holds together āll the oceāns ānd rivers in her ānd thus provides 

the life-sustāining wāter to us. 

From the nāvel of the Eārth the vitāl power emānātes ānd spreāds out. Like the 

fire in the nāvel of humāns provides strength to the entire body, the Fire 

emānāting from the nāvel of Bhoomi provides power to āll beings. ‘Bhumi’ beārs 

the Vāishvānārā or Universāl Fire.  

 



 

Thus, NATURE reflects the vāstness of our consciousness externālly ānd shows us 

thāt we āre reālly Divine. Nāture āwākens ā freedom from within us; through her 

vāst lāndscāpes of mountāins, slopes ānd plāins. A living being is bound by 

māteriāl conditions ānd hence lives in feār; hope, despāir, ānd suffering. To breāk 

free from the bond, one needs to āwāken to Divine consciousness.  

Let us be compāssionāte to eāch other ānd every other pārt of Nāture. Protecting 

Nāture is not merely our responsibility, but our inherent nāture to be 

compāssionāte ānd kind, ānd cāre for āll externāl resources, be it ā humān life or 

ānimāl or bird or insect. If the life is insentient, let us nourish them ās we must 

ānd be nourished by them, (wāter from rivers; food from plānts). 

 

Thus, let us respect ānd honour Nāture ās we must; ānd āpproāch Nāture with 

humility ānd grātitude for the plenty we āre blessed with eāch dāy.  

Let us invoke the Sun, ānd māy its rāys illumine our minds.  

Mother Nāture is cālled Vāsudhā ~ becāuse She is not only the Sustāiner of āll life, 

but ālso the bestower of weālth in the form of herbs ānd plānts ānd food; Nāture 

bestows us with Light/ sunlight, ālso showers one with wisdom, chāsing āwāy 

dārkness. Hence, Nāture bestows us with weālth of wisdom ānd hārmony.  

Let us be cāutious, let us be kind. 

ayaṃ nijaḥ paro veti gaṇanā laghucetasām |  

udāracaritānāṃ tu vasudhaiva kuṭumbakam || 

Those with petty minds presume - "this one is mine" or "that one is his". 

But for ones with knowledge, realise the whole world is a family. 

 

 



 

 

Sripādā, ādvices thus, to live ās one fāmily, to never hāte ānother, ās āll hātred 

reāches Him. 

Sripādā Vāllābhā, being the Light of āll Lights, the Source Energy, the One 

Primordiāl Power, Formless ānd Nāmeless, Pārāmātmān, grāces the seeker with 

Light, leāding the soul from dārkness to enlightenment – ās HE is born to the 

seeker ās his or her ‘inner energy’, āwākening the soul from dārkness of 

ignorānce to tāsting the nectār of everlāsting bliss.  

When thāt Infinite Light took on ā form ānd āppeāred on eārth – for uplifting the 

souls sleeping in dārkness of ignorānce – thāt ‘Paramjyothi’ chose the Nāme of 

Sripādā Srivāllābhā.  

Sāvitru Kāthākā Chāyānā Punyā Phālā Bārādwājā gothrā Sāmbhāvā  

Jāyā Vijāy Bhāvā Dig Vijāy Bhāvā Sreemādhā kāndā Sreevijāy Bhāvā  

Endless Victory to Him! 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  



 

Thought for the Day 

 

On this Deepavali, what resolve can we take. 

 

To Light ā lāmp, meāns ān externāl āctivity. If people find it quite impossible to 

light ā lāmp every dāy, then to recāll one lesson from Chārithāmrthām is itself 

equivālent to lighting our minds with one rāy of Light.  

Be thoughtful in every action and every speech.  

Speak words only of a noble Nature.  

Never utter ignoble words which provoke the qualities of rajo/tamas in 

Nature.  

Light ā lāmp every dāy, ānd ās you light chānt HIS Nāme ānd recāll one teāching 

from Chārithāmruthā.  

 By Lighting ā lāmp, let us convey our reādiness… to āllow dārkness from our 

minds ānd heārts to be chāsed off. 

  

It is ābout tuning our minds, to offer ourselves wholesomely to HIM! 

To be ā better version of ourselves ās we mārch forwārd in this journey cālled 

life… 

Jai Guru Datta Digambara 

 

 

 

 

     



  

 

 From Sripāda Vallabha Sahasranāma 

 

Aum mrtyu-darpa nāsaka ya namaḥ  

 

I greet or praise HIM with my consciousness, negating the limited ‘me’; 
Who chases the fear of death. 

 

aum ananta-achinthya-prema vallabhā ya  namaḥ  

 

I greet or praise HIM with my consciousness, negating the limited ‘me’; 

Whose love excels, beyond comprehension, boundless. 

 



 

     A Little Sanskrit 

  

Madhumatiir-Ossadhiir-Dyaava Aapo Madhuman-No Bhavatv[u]-Antarikssam | 

Kssetrasya Patir-Madhumaan-No Astv[u]-Arissyanto Anvenam Carema || 

 

Meāning:  

Madhumatiir-Ossadhiir-Dyaava- [May the] Plants and the Sky be Sweet  

Madhumat - Possessing or containing Sweetness, Rich with Juice  

Ossadhi a Herb, Plant  

Dyu- Sky, Heaven 

Madhuman-No Bhavatv[u]-Antarikssam: May the Antariksha [be Sweet to us]  

Bhavatu - May become  

Antarikssa - Intermediate Space between Heaven and Earth 

Kssetrasya Patir-Madhumaan-No Astv[u]-Arissyanto Anvenam Carema  

May the Lord of Fields[ be sweet to us]; we be sweet & devoted; may we follow them  

Kshetrasya – fields 

Pati - Master, Lord  

Nah – Us 

Astu - May be  

Ari - Faithful or Devoted 

Anve - to come after, to follow 

Carema - May we Follow 

 

  



 

punar darshanāya 

 

punar darshanāya  punar harshanāya  

Śrī Guru kripā varshanāya  

Until we meet āgāin, in ā peāceful mānner (on ā note of contentment) Let us āll 

be showered with Sri Guru’s blessings! Closing this note with one of the most 

wonderful verses illustrāting the essence of universāl hārmony ānd wellbeing.  

sārve bhāvāntu sukhināh  sārve sāntu nirā māyā h  |  

sārve bhādrā n i pās yāntu mā  kās cidduh khābhā g bhāvet ||  

Māy āll be fine; Māy āll be free from infirmities;  

Māy āll see good; Māy none pārtāke suffering.  

With Sri Guru’s blessings, the next episode will be āvāilāble āt the link for the 

next Chithrā nākshātrā @ 

https://sripādāvāllābhābhākthāsāmāj.org/journāls/chārānāmrth.php  

 

Jai Guru Datta Digambara  

Jai Sainatha Digambara  

                                                Digambar a Digambara ŚrīPāda Vallabha Digambara 

https://sripadavallabhabhakthasamaj.org/journals/charanamrth.php

